IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
__________________________________________
)
FISHERIES SURVIVAL FUND, et al.
)
)
Plaintiffs,
)
)
v.
)
Civ. No.
)
SALLY JEWELL, et al.
)
)
Defendants.
)
__________________________________________)
DECLARATION OF JAMES LOVGREN
I, James Lovgren, declare and state as follows:
1.

I am a member of the Board of Directors of the Fisherman’s Dock Cooperative (FD) of
Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey, which is a member of the Garden State Seafood
Association (GSSA).

2.

FD was incorporated in 1953 and is one of the oldest continuously operating fishing
cooperatives in the country. We presently have 11 members, with 10 member boats. We
provide pack out and sales service of fishery products, along with wharfage, fuel, oil, and
ice sales. We also provide these services to non-member boats, both local and out of state,
which amounts to another 40 or so vessels dependent on our services. Last year the co-op
packed out close to $15 million worth of seafood, of which roughly two-thirds were
scallops. Point Pleasant ranks among the top three of all ports on the East Coast in summer
flounder, scup, and black sea bass landings, and in the top ten ports for scallops. FD
represents over three-quarters of those landings in Point Pleasant.

3.

The proposed lease of the New York Wind Energy Area (NY WEA) is a direct threat to
our continued existence as a fishing port. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s
(BOEM) proposed site for the New York windmill project (which is just as close to New
Jersey) is situated in the middle of some of our best historical fishing grounds, which we
have been utilizing since our inception, and which were utilized longer still by local
fishermen before the cooperative was founded. This is OUR backyard, and the Federal
government is stealing it right out from under our noses.

4.

The site is by far the richest inshore (inside of 30 miles) scallop grounds on the whole East
Coast. These grounds are not just scallop grounds, though—they are prime fishing grounds
for summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, loligo squid, monkfish, mackerel,

Declaration of James Lovgren

Page 1

